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PREFACE.

Frrry years ago I had the privilege of accompanying my maternal
Grandfather to the Courts of various Manors in this neighbourhood,
and from his casual remarks I came to the conviction, that the
Cheoniclers of this locality had done injustice to the dear old town
of Wakefield, in assigning to her a secondary position only. From
that early date I commenced to collect materials for a correct account
of my native place. In the first instance I thought that a history of
the Rectory Manor to the end of the 18th Century, and of CLff
Field (including St. Jobn’s Church, ancient and modern), with a
description of the local government of Wakefield, would form a good
gized volume. However, the extraordinary opinions which 1 found
to be entertained by several persons respecting the Rectory Manor
and Tithes, in consequence principally of supposed difficulties in
éhe title to the property, induced me to enter into fuller details than
originally contemplated, and consequently the account of the Rectory
Manor (and matters connected therewith) became sufficient to make

up a volume in itself.

Several of my friends having from time to time applied to me
for information, and found that I had in print the particulars they
required, lately presented to me an urgent request that T would at
once issue the volume treating of the Rectory Manor. Although

to no one will the deficiences in the work be more apparent than
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they are to myself, I have complied with the request. I trust, however,
that the copious Index (the preparing of the greater portion of which
occupied my time during a long period of convalescence spent at
Southport in 1877), will to some extent compensate for the fragmentary
state of the contents of the book,

Among those to whom I have been indebted for assistance I
must especially express my thanks to Mr. Moremouse, F.8.A.,
for the loan of the deed, an extract from which will be found on
page 48, et infra; and to Messrs. G and Prews for their
communications respecting the recent dealings with the Manor. At
the same time I must not omit to mention my obligations to

Mr. MinNes, my Publisher, for getting together the parts previously
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printed and for completing the work.

Tue Crirr, WAKEFIELD,
Easter, 1886.



ARMS OF WATKINSON.

Or, a Fess between
3 Mullets azure.

PEDIGREE OF WATKINSON AND

THORNTON.

ARMS OF THORNTON.

Argent, a Chevron sable.

Henry Watkingon, of Ilkley, left 3 Sons.
l

I
Joseph Watkingon—=Mary Binns.

|
Edward Watkinson,

(Minister of Scruton.)

I
Mary Watkinson.——=Wilfrid Lawson,* of Wake-
field, (eldest son of Edward
Lawson, by his wife Mary,
daughter of John Copley, of
Skelbrook.)

| 1638.
Elizabeth Watkingon,—Godfrey Lawson,*
married 1669. (Mayor of Leeds,

Died 27th Sep- 1669.) Died 27th
tember, 1683, January, 1709,
aged 80 years.

|
Henry Watkinson,—Bridget Lodge,
of Leeds, buried
2nd November,

married 16th
October, 1625,

A
|
Christopher——Flizabeth Jennings,—Henry Watkinson, LL.D., Chancellor
Hodgson. died 1st April, of the Province of York. Baptised Baptised 11th August, 1630. Died
1712. 24th April, 1628. Died 22nd April, 1676.
1712.
|
Roger Altham, D.D.——Frances Hodgson. ! | ] |-

Henry Edmund William Mary—William Pearson, LL.D.,
Watkinson.  Watkingon. ‘Watkinson. Chancellor of York.

A

Died 6th February,
1715, aged 63 years.

|
Christopher Watkinson, (Mayor of Leeds, 1668).—Mary Foxley. (Her father William Foxley,

was twice Mayor of Hull. He died
94th September, 1680, aged 71 years.)

I
Christopher Watkinson.

|
Mary Watkinson.—=8ir David Heckstetter.

I
Richard Thornton, + (Recorder of—Bridget Watkinson.

|
Elizabeth Watkinson.

Leeds). Born about 1659. Born in April, 1670.
Died Tth October, 1710. Married 24th April,
A 1688.

N | I | | | | ) o A |
Richard Mary John Christopher Tempest Thornton,}  John Thornton,—Ann Foxley, Mary Thornton,—Benjamin Elizabeth Bridget Ann Thornton.
Thornton, Thornton, Thornton, Thornton, Born 27th July, Born 26th De-| (the Sister born 21st De- | Foxley, Thornton, Thornton,§

died an died an died an died an 1696. Died at cember, 1697. | of Benjamin cember, 1700. l died 6th born 2nd born Feb-

Infant. Infant. Infant. Infant. Bristol, 13th May, Died at Ham- | Foxley, and Died 6th i August, January, ruary,1704.

1734. burg in 1761. the Grand- August, 1732. 1746, 1702. Died
daughter of aged 66 25th Jan-
‘William years. || uary, 1710.
Foxley.)||
|
William Foxley. Bridget Foxley.=—John Smyth.**

|
John Thornton.§

Tempest Thornton.

* See Pedigree of the heirs ex parte maternd of John Witton, Page 229.

+ His father, John Thornton, was a son of Tempest Thornton, and was born on the 27th December, 1630, and died on the 28th December, 1672.

A

John’s sister Elizabeth was baptised on the 28rd February,

1625, and was married to Joshua Witton, (See page 211). Richard Thornton had two brothers, Tempest and William (both of whom died young) and four sisters, Margaret (who died in 1725), Elizabeth (died in
infaney), Judith (died in infancy), and Jane who was married to Nicholas Fenay, and died leaving & daughter Jane Fenay. See Appendix IT, pages Ixxxi and lxxxvi.

¥ Note + page 211 is misplaced.
? Bee Appendix II, page lxxxi.

** See Page 248, and Pedigree of the family of Smyth, of Heath.

It relates to this Tempest Thornton, who resided in Northgate, Wakefield.

i Benjanin and Ann were children of William Foxley the younger by his wife Alice, sister of Sir David Heckstetter, Knight.
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