TODMORDEN
THE GREAT WAR

1914 — 19I18.

A Local Record.

By JOHN A. LEE.

@odmorden :

PrINTED AND PuUBLISHED BY WaADDINGTON & Sons, “ NEws” OFFICE.
1922.



Contents.

Foreword

CHAPTER [.- Fateful Days—The Outhreak of War ...

EE)

I

E2]

2

E2]

2

’

E)

3

33

s

IT.—The Kaleidoscope of Wan-

IIT.—The 6th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers—1. Mobhilisation and Training

LV.- Recruiting—1.

V. -R.AM.C. and St John Ambulance Brigade ...

V1.—Women's Work for the War--Queen Mary's Needlework Guild, Todmorden

Women’s Co-operative Guild, Women i Industry

VIL. - Tancashire Ifusiliers—ILl. 'I'"ve Gallipoli (ampaign
VIIL.—Lancashire Fusiliers—III. The Sinai Campaign ...

IX.—The 2nd/6th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers

X.—War Relief Committee

XI.—Cornholme and Shade Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Funds
XI1I.—Belgian Refugees
XIII.—Centre Vale Military Hospital

X1IV.—Recruiting—IT. Derby Scheme and Conseription ...
XV.—Twocal Advisory Committee and Military Tribunal ...
XVI.—Lancashire Fusiliers—The Campaign in F'rance and Belgium ..
XVII.—The 2nd/6th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers in France and Belgium

XVIII.—The 3rd/6th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers

Page
ix.

69

75

84

89

100

105


Note
These pages were extracted from the data on the CDrom and are therefore representative of the quality of the rest of the images of the pages of this book.


CONTENTS.

Page
CraPTER XIX.—Soldiers’ Stories—I. ... ... ... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. 110

XX.—Soldiers’ Stories—II. ... 125

» XX1.—Trade and Employment .. e e e e e 1838
. XXII.—Food, Fuel, and Lighting Restrmtinr‘m e e e e 184
,»  XXIII.—Volunteer Training Corps and Special Constables ... .. ... 155
» XXIV.—The Casualties e 1 ... 182
v XXV.—Distinctions ... ... 1866
» XXVI.—The Prisoners of War OO 1 ( ]
s XXVII..—War Pensions and Allowances ... . ... 186
,» XXVIII.—Loeal War Funds .. ... .. .. .. e e e 187
" X XIX.- -Miscellaneous 192
. XXX.—-War Memorial and Garden of Remembrance ..o 201
. XXX1.—Local Diary of the War ... .. 216

—Index 228

S


Note
These pages were extracted from the data on the CDrom and are therefore representative of the quality of the rest of the images of the pages of this book.


Dedication

o o o

O THE MEMORY OF THE MEN OF
TODMORDEN WHO GAVE THEIR
LIVES FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE IN
THE WAR OF 1914-1918, AND TO ALL
FROM THIS BOROUGH WHO SERVED
AND SUFFERED IN THE SAME GREAT
- CAUSE TO SAVE THIS COUNTRY AND
THE WORLD FROM THE DOMINATION
OF AN ARROGANT DESPOTISM.

See ye to it that their service and
sacrifice are ever remembered in
fonour and gratitude.




Foreword.

HIS volume recording the part which Todmorden has taken in the
TGre'at War of 1914-1918, has been compiled at the request of members

of the Local War Memorial Committee. The task which the writer has
undertaken is to tell a plain unvarnished story of the war efforts and
achievements, the sufferings and sacrifices, of the inhabitants of a com-
paratively small town of 25,000 inhabitants, and to reflect as faithfully as may
be the impression which the stupendous, world-shaking events arising out
of the War made upon the mind and imagination of the people who lived
through those anxious times.

Many things which might have been of interest to some have had to be
vmitted owing to limitations of space, and probably many things which ought
to have been included have been inadvertently overlooked. As in all such
compilatious the difficulty has been to decide just what to include and what
to exclude. The mass of material available has been so considerable that the
difficulty has been what to leave out rather than what to put in. Iu a com-
pilation covering so many different phases of activity it is hardly possible for
one writer to avoid many mistakes, both of omission and commission, and
for any defects which may be found in the record the writer can only offer his
apologies.

It might be thought by some that a record of events which occurred so
recently, and which are so painfully impressed upon the mind of this
generation, was somewhat unuecessary; but the compilation has been made
mainly for the benefit of future generations, that they may know what
Todmorden did and suffered in this greatest of all wars. Much of the material
from which the vecord is compiled will be found embedded in the files of the
local Press published during the years of war; but it was felt desirable that
the story should be put into a more councise and accessible form while there
were those still living who had been in actual contact with the events.
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FOREWORD.

The writer is indebted to many friends for help and suggestions in the
compilation of the volume, especially to the officers of the local detachments
of the 6th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers, for details of their various campaigns
not hitherto published.” It has not been found possible in all cases to
acknowledge the author's indebtedness to the writers of the verses quoted, or
to the photographers whose pictures have been used, the sources in many cases
being unknown. It is hoped that this general acknowledgment will suflice,
but exception should be made in the case of Mr. Enoch Horsfall, Mr. E.
Clapham, Mr. Norman liyre, and Miss Westerman, who have kiudly allowed
the free use of many local views and photographs. To all who have assisted
in any way the writer extends his grateful thanks.

J. A L.

Stoodley Pike.

A PEACE MONUMENT Erected by Public Subscription,
Commenced in 1814 to commemorate the surrender of Paris. following the Napoleonic
Wars, and finished after the Battle of Waterloo, when Peace was established 1n 1815.
The first Pike fell on the day the Russian Ambassador left London before the
declaration of war with Russia in 1854, asn% was rebuilt when peace was restored in

1856.
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