
PREFACE.

THIS little handbook is the outcome of a conversation the

writer had with a native of Haworth, who expressed an opinion

that a history of the township would be as acceptable to th e

inhabitants as to the numerous visitors . Whether this volum e

will fully answer the acknowledged requirements, it is not fo r

me to say . I have had the pleasure of gathering the notes,

and the task of stringing them together . The gathering of

historic data I have always felt to be a pleasure ; the task of

stringing them together has been almost invariably irksome.

In the first place, I have little time, and (I ought to add) in the

second, little ability to do more than I have done.

The critic will ask, " Why meddle, then?" Well, I have

this hobby, and it is one that will favourably compare wit h

most hobbies . If this does not disarm him I must plead that

each one has his sphere, and that local effusions need all the

encouragement they can command . I have pleasure in

acknowledging kindly services from the Rev . James Whalley,

Messrs . A. Holroyd, W. Scruton, and T . Fairbank.

COLLEGE HousE, IDEL, LEEDS .

October 1st, 1879 .
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