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TO THE
I NHABITAN TS
Of the Parise of Harivax,

GENTLEMEN,
O U have, in the following Pages, the moft material Ob-
-i fervations relating to your Neighborhood, which I made
during feveral Years Refidence amongft you; and it will
give me Pleafure to find that they contribute either to your Ad-
vantage or Amufement. I have, throughout the wlhole, ufed
the utmoit Impartiality, having no Kind of Attachment to bias
my Judgment, or make me {peak different from what [ thought;
nor have I had any mercenary View in the Undertaking. The chief
Motive which urged me to {o arduous a Tafk, was the Fondnefs ]
have long entertained for Enquiries of this Nature; and having the
Honor to be a Member of the Society of Antiquaries in London,
Ithought it in fome Meafure my Duty, to draw up the beft Ac-

count I could of the Place where I refided; and more efpecially
fO, aS t\’VO .ﬁlCh Vel'y ilnPEI"Fﬂ?& pul:a]iontinnc o N thig Subje& _1 :Lv'e

already made their Appearance.

It has always been the Wifh of the above learned Body, to
have their Members fo ftationed, that the different Parts of the
Kingdom may, by Degrees, be defcribed, either on the more
extenfive Plan of a Publication of this Sort, or by lefler Com-
munications, affording Materials for their Archaologia. Thus
Difcoveries may be made to flow together as to one common
Center, and fuch a Fund be at laft acquired, as may give to

Britain what the immortal Camden in vain attempted, a com-
pleat Account of its Antiquities.

I believe I may fay with the greateft Truth, that there never
was fo pleafing a Profpect of attaining this defirable End, as at pre-
{ent, when {o many Gentlemen of known Abilities are employed
in carrying it on. That Part of it which is here prefented to the
Public, 15 an Account of a Diftrict but little known, till of
late 1t became {o much diftinguithed by 1ts Trade; but as it
1s rifing fo rapidly from its Obfcurity, the following Defcription
of 1t can neither be deemed needlefs, nor unfeafonable.

a All
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All which the Author will fay of his own Performance, is,
that he has {pared neither labor, nor expence, in fearching every
Repofitory, where any thing relating to his Subjet was likely

to be found, and that
— ficut

Parvula (nam exemplo eft) magni formica laboris
- Ore trahit quodcunque poteft, atque addit acervo.

Pleafed that his Mite may contribute to the making up the great
Whole; and that he may be admitted to ftep within the Circle of
Antiquity, though he prefumes not to approach near the Center.

Publications of this Sort, it muft be owned, are not enter-
taining toall; one Reafon for which may be, that they are local;
but {o far as they are hiftorical the Objeétion is removed. Who
is content to read only the Hiftory of his own Parith, or County?
It is fome Pleafure to reflect that this Kind of Writing has, of
late, increafed in Reputation; perhaps the Public are better
fatisfied of its Utility, fince Antiquarian Books have f{ometimes

been allowed to be read in the higheft Conrts of Juftice, on
this well known Mavim. that the heft Fvidence which can be

had thould be admitted. Happy, if any Thing here difcovered
will contribute to the clearing up thofe Difficulties which have
{o frequently embarrafled your Neighborhood, and given Rife
to difagreeable Litigations! Happy, if for the future what has
been pioully bequeathed to the Poor, may, by this well-meant
Endeavor, be prevented from being either loft, or mifapplied !
Tt would give me great Satisfaction to think, that I had pleaded
{uccefsfully the Caufe of the Diftrefled; or that I had been the
lucky Inftrument of {preading Amity and Good-will amongft you.

Such as have favored me with any Communications on the
Subje&t of this Performance, will accept of my grateful Acknow-
ledgments for the fame ; and I now bid you my laft public Fare-
well, withing that your Parith may continue to flourifh, and

increafe in every thing which 1s truly defirable.

I am, GENTLEMEN,
Your humble Servant,

The AUTHOR,
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HISTOI RY
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HALIFAX
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%edi\“*%‘”}\, HE parith, or viearage of Ha/jfax, in the Weft Riding
3&‘ of Yorkfbire, and wapentake of Morley, confifts ef
twenty-fix townthips, or hamlets, viz. Barkifland,

‘k{{«%,}g{’?\z‘ Brighoufe, Eland, Eringden, Fixby, Greetland, Ha-
lifax, Heptonftall, Hipperbolme, Lang field, Linley, Midgley, North-
ouram, Norland, Ovenden, Raftrick, Rifbworth, Stainland, Stanf-
Sfreld, Shelf, Skircoat, Sowerby, Soyland, Southouram, Warley, and
Wadfwartb. This parifh has often been compared to Rutlan--
thire for fize, but perhaps is the larger place, if Mr. Wright,
in his Defcription of that County, has reckoned by ftatute miles,
when, at p. 1. he fais, ““its dimenfions are not above fome twelve
miles over in any place;” for the length of this parifh, from the
upper end of Bradley-wood to the top of Widdop, in the di-
B rection
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re&ion of fouth-eaft and north-weft, will be nearly twenty
ftatute miles; from Bailey Brigg to Stiperden Bank Bottom, in
the dire&@ion of eaft anid weft, about feventeen miles; from the
bounds of the parifh, a little beyond the fign of the Queen’s-
head, in the Bradford-road, to the top of Blackftone Edge, in
the dire&ion of north eaft and fouth weft, about fourteen miles.
The breadth of it, f.om the top of Ogden to Cawcliff-yate, near
Fixby, or from north to fouth, about ten or eleven miles; from
Fly-laith to Coldacres, in the fame direction, nearly the fame
diftance ; from Stairs-foot to the upper end of Dean-head
chapelry, ftill in the {ame direction, about eleven or twclve miles.
It is bounded on the fouth eaft of Halifax town by the chapelry
of Hartthead, by Birftall parith on the eaft, by Bradford on the
north, Whalley on the north weft, Rochdsle on the weft and
fouth weft, and by Huddersfield on the fouth. The townthips
which furround it are Hartthead cum Clifton on the fouth eaft,
Wike on the eaft, Wibfey, Clayton, and Thornton on the north,
Howarth on the north weft, Todmorden and Hundersfield con
the weft, Saddleworth and Scamonden on the fouth weft, New
Linley and Golcar on the fouth, and Bradley on the fouth eaft.

It is not my defign to write a natural hiftory of this parith;
I thall therefore content myfelf with giving the reader the fol-
lowing concife account of the country, under the general heads
of fire, air, (or weather,) earth, and water.

And 1ft. Several parts of this parifh afford coals, which are

articularly ufeful here for the carrying on of that extenfive

trade for which this neighborhood is grown famous. Without
thefe (as the country yields but little wood) the manufactures
would languifh, if not be totally deftroyed. What deficiency
there is in this refpe&, is amply fupplied from the neighbor-
ing parithes. In fome townfhips there is plenty of turf earth,
which, when prepared for fuel, by drying in the {un, is reclk-
oned a wholefome firing. It has even been remarked, that
where the ufe of this prevails, peflilential diforders have been
more rare, and lefs fatal. (See Morton’s Northamptonthire,
p- 84. and Philofophical Tranfations, No. 170.)

The
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The air of this parifh is very good. The winds which in"’f’”d
chiefly blow here come from the weft and fouth weft, and are Foeasier
often attended with rain ; for {weeping in thofe directions over
a large tract of the fea, and bringing with them much vapor,
they meet with little to obftruct them in their courfe, till they
come to the high chain of hills called Blackftone-edge, (the
fouth weft boundary of this parith,) which not being able to
furmount, the greateft part in that cafe falls in Lancathire; at
other times it is forced over, when the eleérical fire with which
the clouds are charged, being ftrongly attracted by thefe moun-
tains, heavy fhowers of courfe fucceed. In thefe high lands
are more thunder and lightning than in low flat countries,
which was remarked by the ancients as a general fa&, though
they knew not the philofophy of it. Thus Horace has told us,
that ¢ feriunt fummos fulmina montes.”

The winds which blow from the eaft are not {o apt to bring
rain with them as the above ; however, it fometimes happens,
that what rains they do bring, continue to fall here for two or
three days_together, which may be owing to the currents of
air being fo much weakened in their long paffage, that they
cannot eafily drive the vapor over fuch high lands as part Lan-
cathire from Yorkthire. This caufes a kind of ftagnation,
which lafts till either the mafs of condenfed vapor is dif-
éharged, or a current fets in from the weft, ftrong enough to
drive it back.

I think it has been obferved, that a ridge of high ground
generally runs through the middle of every large ifland, that
the {prings, as well as the defcending rains, may have the liberty
of difcharging themfelves into the fea. That this end is
anfwered by Blackftone-edge, is plain, becaufe the water which
falls here, runs both into the eaftern and weftern feas; and to
confirm the general obfervation, Camden, p. 379. edit. Lond.
1587. fays, ‘¢ Pars {eptentrionatis montibus non magnis leviter
¢ intumefcit, qui--- per Angliam mediam perpetuum dorfum
¢¢ perpetuis jugis elatum ad Scotiam ufque, nomine fepe mu-
¢ tato, agunt. Hic enim Moreland, inde Peake, deinde Black-

B2 “ fton-edge,
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¢ fton-edge, poftea Craven, deinceps Steanmore, et demum in
¢ cornua {ciffi Cheviot vocantur.”

Amongft the excefles in the weather in thefe parts which I
have met with on record, are thefe. In the Regifter-office at
Wakefield, Rot. 1615. it is faid, ¢ Mem. Quod decima fexto
¢ die hujus menfis Septembris, et nocte ejufdem diei, ac etiam
“ decimo feptimo die fequenti, tanta et tam magna fuit pluvia
‘¢ hifce occidentalibus partibus Eboracenfis comitatus ad flumen
*¢ Calderi, et alia flumina ita increverunt, ut per immen{as aquas,
‘¢ et inundationem earund. aquarum, pontes lapidei de Ealand,
‘¢ et Kighley, ac quamplurimi alii lignei ponticuli ad nume-
“ rum viginti, ad magnum detrimentuin tranfeuntium tam vi-
‘“ cinorum quam extraneorum, et ad magnum patrie fump-
“ tum facti proftrati, et ejecti fuerunt.” This is in fome
meafure authenticated by a lift of the difburfements made in
rebuilding the bridge at Eland, from whence it appears, that
at Chriftmas, 1617, there had been expended on the work,
4241, 155, 4d. and the eftimate for finithing it was 6ol. more.

In the regifter of Hartfhead Chapel, adjoining to this parith,
is the following entry: ¢ Sept. 11, 1673, was the great flood
¢¢ that broke down fo many brxdges ” But the moft remarkable
thmg of this kind, which falls within the compafs of my defign,
is what is called Ripponden flood, which happened May
18, 1722, between the hours of three and five in the after-
noon, an account of which may be feen in the Abridgment of
the Philofophical Tranfactions by Reid and Gray, Vol. VII.
p- 45. drawn up by the late Mr. Thorefby, of Leeds, who
attributes the caufe of that furprifing inundation to the dafhing
of two great watry clouds upon the hills. Whether he was rightly
informed of the number of houfes, mills, and bridges deftroyed,
as alfo of the lives loft on this melancholy occafion, is not ecafy
now to determine ; it is certain, however, that the chapel at
Ripponden was fo damaged by the flood, that the inhabitants
were obliged, a few years after, to ere¢t a new one. A coffin
alfo was forced out of a grave there, and lodged in a tree a con-
fiderable diftance from the chapel yard. Thofe who faw the

inundation,
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inundation, fay that the water rofe feven yards perpendicular,
and that the river Caldar was drove back more than a quarter of
a mile above Sowerby-bridge. It feems that there had been
dry weather for a fortnight before this accident, and that no
thunder preceded the fhower, fo that the above conjecture, of
the dathing together of two clouds, is not improbable ; but no
certain account can be given of it, for want of fufficient obfer-
vations having been made when the fa&t happened. There was
a great flood alfo the fame day, at the village of Slaighthwaite,
which may be accounted for, becaufe the greateft weight of the
rain fell fouthward of Ripponden, on the hills, towards Booth
Dean; for this reafon, likewife, the ftream which runs by Soy-
land-mills, and which, coming from the weft, falls into Rip-
ponden Brook, was not much fwelled.

The winds from the fouth weft have fometimes blown fo
ftrong, that the pieces of cloth on the tenters, in feveral parts of
Halifax parifh, have been charged with a confiderable number
of faline particles brought from the fea, but this is rare.

On Sunday, June g, 1628, the fouth eaft pinacle, and corner
of the fteeple of Halifax church were ftruck off by lightning,
the ftones of which broke down much of the timber, flate,
and battlement of the church, and fouth porch thereof,

In the Philofophical Tranfa¢tions, abridged by Lowthoryp,
vol. 1i. p. 179. is an account of one Jeremiah Skelton, who was
killed by lightning, in a barn at Warley, in this parifh, Dec.
22, 1698. This happened in one of the winter months, but
is not quite fingular ; for Borlafe, in his Natural Hiflory of
Cornwall, has given an inftance of this kind, which fell out on
the 20th of December, 1752, in that county, and obferves, that
the ravages of lightning are not limited to a feafon.

The uncommon contagious diforders which have happened
here, are chiefly thefe. Firit, The fweating ficknefs, called by
foreigners, the Englith {weat, or Sudor Anglicanus, becaufe it
was reported to be peculiar to England, and its natives. [t
firft appeared in 1481, and returned in the years 1483, 1500,
1517, 1528, and 1529, at which time alone {as we are told by

Valanzin,
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