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FOREWORD.
The object of this book is to place before the readers a concise
account of the development of Almondbury Grammar School,
and incidentally to centre round the school some interesting facts
in connection with local history.
It has been a labour of love, put together at odd moments
during the past half dozen years. At first there was no intention
of making a book ; the author has always been keenly interested
in history, and, as Headmaster of this historic school, began to get
together a manuscript showing the various phases in its long
existence. The scope widened, local history cast its spell, and
gradually the idea developed of making the school the centre round
which much local information could be written.
It the information appears scrappy and somewhat lacking in
unity and cohesion, he trusts the reader will remember that it has
been compiled in the few spare hours of a busy life, and that publication was not thought of in the first instance.
If it serves (I) to bring out the main facts in the development
of King James's Grammar School, (2) to interest the general reader
in any aspect of local history, the author will be amply repaid for
the time spent among musty old documents.
He feels that the book will be read with interest and appreciation not only by present-day pupils, but also by Old Almondburians scattered far and wide, who ever keep a warm corner in
their hearts for the old school.
He hopes that the general reader will find much to interest
him in the general topics of local interest. He has followed Canon
Hulbert's method (he wrote the History of Almondbury centring
round the Church), and has endeavoured to write the history of
the district with the Grammar School as its focus. In the history
of an institution which takes us back to the days of Shakespeare
and the spacious times of Queen Elizabeth, and even into the
religious and educational life of the middle ages, much interesting
matter can be brought to light, and in the following pages the
author tries to do justice to its great past, its prosperous present,
and even ventures occasionally to peep into the future. From the
bottom of his heart he cries " Floreat Schola Almondburiensis."
The book is in the main the history of Huddersfield's oldest
School ; but there has been incorporated chapters dealing with the
Church and religious life in pre-Reformation days; others dealing
with the historic buildings of the district—Woodsome, Fenay,
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Whitley–Beaumont, Longley, Wormall; social life has been
touched on and some account given of the leading families, but in
every case the connecting link has been the Grammar School. In
some way or other every person mentioned and every place
recorded have had some connection with the school.
Here he wishes to express his indebtedness to the previous
researches and published articles of his immediate predecessor,
Mr. R. S. Crump, who at one time fully intended to produce a
history of the school; also to many books dealing with local
history, such as Canon Hulbert's " History of the Church in
Almondbury"; the "History of Huddersfield," by Mr. D. F. E.
Sykes ; the " History of Meltham," by the Rev. J. Hughes ; to
such official publications as the Endowed Charities of the County
Borough of Huddersfield, Reports of the Commissioners on
Secondary Schools, •etc. ; to such standard works as " English
Schools at the Reformation," and " The Schools of Medi æv al
England," by Mr. A. F. Leach; " The English Grammar Schools
to 1660," and " The Old Grammar Schools," by Professor Foster
Watson.
Further, he owes a great debt of gratitude to an esteemed Old
Almondburian, Mr. W. H. Sikes, of Fenay Royd, Almondbury,
for his kindness in supplying many of the photographs and for
making copies of many others which had become worn and
indistinct by age.
My indebtedness to Mr. T. Armitage, of Watercroft, Almondbury, is very great. He read through the work in manuscript
with the greatest care, made many corrections, offered suggestions, and lent me his still unfinished MS. of "The History of
Almondbury."
Finally, I wish to pay tribute to my colleague, Mr. A. E. M.
Carleton, for his care and patience in reading and correcting the
proof sheets.
It is with some diffidence that the author ventures to put this
labour of love before the general public, especially as he has not
the necessary leisure to add those finishing touches that make for
literary excellence.
TAYLOR DYSON.
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